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Election 2006

Primary Victories
Lead to Races to
Watch this November
by John Velleco

Gun Owners of America plays two
primary roles in the effort to protect and
defend the Second Amendment.

GOA is well known for its no-com-
promise lobbying efforts.  In Washing-
ton, D.C., and throughout state capitals
across the country, GOA represents the
views of millions of American gun
owners to their elected officials.

Equally important, though less well
known, is GOA’s work through its affil-
iated Political Action Committee.

For over 30 years, the Gun Owners
of America - Political Victory Fund has
been helping to elect pro-gun legislators
across the nation who will fight to pro-
tect your gun rights.

Just as GOA accepts no compromise
in its lobbying activities, it also sup-
ports only those candidates for elected
office who likewise adhere strictly to
the constitution.

Long before each election, GOA
sends detailed questionnaires to thou-
sands of candidates for a wide range of
offices.  The questionnaires seek to find
out where the candidates stand on
important gun issues likely to come up
for a vote. 

The questionnaire is only the first
step. GOA researchers also monitor
candidate debates, pour over news arti-
cles, and review testimony, statements
and prior voting records related to the
Second Amendment.

GOA-PVF does not buy votes;
rather, it looks for candidates whose
votes cannot be bought — people who
stand firm on the 2nd Amendment no
matter which way the political winds

blow. 
Gun owners

can be heartened
that many of
these candidates
have already won
their primary
elections.  Here’s
where we stand
going in to the
November 6th General Election.

Michigan
In Michigan’s 7th Congressional Dis-

trict, Tim Walberg defeated anti-gun
incumbent Joe Schwarz.

Joe Schwarz does not believe the
Second Amendment is an individual
right; he opposed concealed carry in the
state of Michigan; and, he voted in
favor of mandatory trigger locks when
he came to Washington, D.C.

Former state representative Tim Wal-
berg has a long and consistent record of
supporting gun rights without wavering.

Gun Owners of America’s Political
Victory Fund was the only national pro-
gun organization to support Walberg.  

Incumbents are rarely defeated; over
90% are reelected, and most never face
a serious challenge. This race was dif-
ferent, though, because concerned gun
owners got involved and helped push
Walberg over the top in this reliably
Republican district.

Idaho  
Gun Owners of America - Political

Victory Fund was the only national gun
rights group to endorse Bill Sali for
Congress.  Sali won a grueling 6-way

primary with 25% of the vote.
For 12 years in the state house, Sali

was more than just a reliable vote for
conservatives — he is well known as a
leader who is not afraid to take on the
establishment.  National Democrats
have already made known their plans to
smear Sali as “too extreme.”

Minnesota 
Conservative firebrand Michelle

Bachman emerged victorious in a
Republican Party convention in mid-
May, and will appear on the November
ballot.

In her first run at political office in
2000, Bachman took out a 28-year
incumbent liberal Republican legislator.
She has not looked back since.  

Probably no candidate in the country
will be attacked as fiercely as Michelle
Bachman for standing up to the liberal
anti-gun establishment.  

Nebraska 
Pro-gun state senator Adrian Smith

won the Republican primary for the seat
being vacated by Tom Osborne.  As the
retiring representative earned only a
“C” from GOA, and Smith is “A” rated,
this is a nice improvement for gun own-
ers.  
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In September, GOA’s Larry Pratt appeared on an MSNBC debate
to highlight the wisdom of the city council in Greenleaf, Idaho. The
town has decided to follow the example of Kennesaw, Georgia, by
requiring every household to have a gun in the home.
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ALASKA
01 YOUNG (R) B-

Benson (D) NR

ALABAMA
01 BONNER (R) A

Beckerle (D) D
02 EVERETT (R) A

James (D) F
03 ROGERS (R) A

Pierce (D) NR
04 ADERHOLT (R) A-

Bobo (D) NR
05 CRAMER (D) B-
06 BACHUS (R) A
07 DAVIS (D) B-

ARKANSAS
01 BERRY (D) C

Stumbaugh (R) A
02 SNYDER (D) F

Mayberry (R) B
03 BOOZMAN (R) A-

Anderson (D) NR
04 ROSS (D) B-

Ross (R) C

ARIZONA
01 RENZI (R) A+

Simon (D) NR
02 FRANKS (R) A

Thrasher (D) C
03 SHADEGG (R) A-

Chilton (D) NR
04 PASTOR (D) F-

Karg (R) NR
05 HAYWORTH (R) A

Mitchell (D) F
06 FLAKE (R) A-
07 GRIJALVA (D) F-

Drake (R) C
08 Giffords (D) F

Graf (R) A

CALIFORNIA
01 THOMPSON (D) C-

Jones (R) NR
02 HERGER (R) A

Sekhon (D) NR
03 LUNGREN (R) D

Durston (D) F
04 DOOLITTLE (R) A

Brown (D) NR
05 MATSUI (D) F-

Yan (R) C-
06 WOOLSEY (D) F-

Hooper (R) NR
07 MILLER (D) F-
08 PELOSI (D) F-

Denunzio (R) A
09 LEE (D) F-

Den Dulk (R) C-
10 TAUSCHER (D) F-

Linn (R) B-
11 POMBO (R) A

McNerney (D) NR
12 LANTOS (D) F-
13 STARK (D) F-

Bruno (R) C
14 ESHOO (D) F-

Smith (R) C
15 HONDA (D) F-

Chukwu (R) A
16 LOFGREN (D) F-

Winston (R) D
17 FARR (D) F-

De Maio (R) NR
18 CARDOZA (D) B-

Kanno (R) A
19 RADANOVICH (R)B-

Cox (D) NR
20 COSTA (D) B-
21 NUNES (R) A-

Haze (D) F
22 Beery (D) NR

McCarthy (R) A
23 CAPPS (D) F-

Tognazzini (R) NR
24 GALLEGLY (R) A-

Martinez (D) NR
25 MCKEON (R) A-

Rodriguez (D) NR
26 DREIER (R) B-

Matthews (D) D
27 SHERMAN (D) F-

Hankwitz (R) NR
28 BERMAN (D) F-

Kesselman (R) NR
29 SCHIFF (D) F-

Bodell (R) A
30 WAXMAN (D) F-

Jones (R) D
31 BECERRA (D) F-
32 SOLIS (D) F-
33 WATSON (D) F-
34 ROYBAL-ALLARD (D) F-

Miller (R) A

35 WATERS (D) F-
36 HARMAN (D) F-

Gibson (R) NR
37 MILLENDER-MCDONALD (D) F-
38 NAPOLITANO (D) F-

Street (R) A
39 SANCHEZ (D) F-

Andion (R) B
40 ROYCE (R) C-

Hoffman (D) F
41 LEWIS (R) B-

Contreras (D) F
42 MILLER (R) A-
43 BACA (D) B-

Folkens (R) C-
44 CALVERT (R) A-

Vandenberg (D) NR
45 BONO (R) D

Roth (D) NR
46 ROHRABACHER (R)A

Brandt (D) F
47 SANCHEZ (D) F-

Nguyen (R) NR
48 CAMPBELL (R) A

Young (D) NR
49 ISSA (R) A-

Criscenzo (D) NR
50 BILBRAY (R) F

Busby (D) F
51 FILNER (D) F-

Miles (R) NR
52 HUNTER (R) A

Rinaldi (D) NR
53 DAVIS (D) F

Woodrum (R) A

COLORADO
01 DEGETTE (D) F-
02 UDALL (D) F

Mancuso (R) B
03 SALAZAR (D) A-

Tipton (R) A
04 MUSGRAVE (R) A

Paccione (D) F
05 Fawcett (D) NR

Lamborn (R) A
06 TANCREDO  (R) A

Winter (D) NR

CONNECTICUT
01 LARSON (D) F-

MacLean (R) F
02 SIMMONS (R) B-

Courtney (D) NR
03 DELAURO (D) F-

Vollano (R) C
04 SHAYS (R) F-

Farrell (D) F
05 JOHNSON (R) F-

Murphy NR

DELAWARE
01 CASTLE (R) F-

Spivack (D) NR

A+: Pro-Gun Leader. Carries pro-gun
bills, works with pro-gun groups and
organizes against anti-gun legislation,
speaks out for Second Amendment rights.

A & A-: Pro-Gun Voter. Philosophical-
ly sound.  Always with pro-gun leadership
but takes no leadership role.

B & B-: Pro-Gun compromiser. Gener-
ally leans our way but occasionally sup-
ports a particular anti-gun proposal.

C & C-: Leans Our Way occasionally.
No philosophical commitment. Must be
constantly pressured by the pro-gun
movement or, if left alone, will vote
against us.

D & D-: Leans Anti-Gun. Normally
with the anti-gun movement, but strong
pressure can sometimes move them into a
non-vote (abstention) or an occasional

pro-gun vote, if they believe voting
against us could cause their defeat.

F: Anti-Gun Voter. A philosophically
committed anti-gunner.  Does not carry
anti-gun bills but can always be counted
on to vote against us.

F-: Anti-Gun Leader. Outspoken anti-
gun advocate who carries or cosponsors
anti-gun legislation, plots and plans with
anti-gun organizations to take away our
Second Amendment rights.

NR: The candidate refused to answer his
or her questionnaire.

PLEASE NOTE
Due to space limitations, only
Republicans and Democrats are list-
ed.  Grades of third party candidates
are posted on the GOA website:
www.gunowners.org/votetb06.htm

Continued on page 3

Candidates who have estab-
lished a voting record, either in
the office for which they are run-
ning or in another elected office,
are evaluated primarily on the
basis of that voting record.  How-
ever, sponsorship of pro or anti-
gun legislation and other such
factors can affect their grade.

If an incumbent or challenger
has not established a voting
record or demonstrated his or her
position in some other way, that
candidate is evaluated on the
basis of his or her responses to
the GOA 2006 Federal Candidate
Questionnaire.

Every candidate, whether an
incumbent or challenger, begins
with an “A” and is then down-
graded on the basis of each anti-
gun position admitted to on the
questionnaire or for each anti-gun
vote.

2006 Candidate Rating Scorecard

The Senate overwhelming voted, by an 84-16 margin,
to pass pro-gun legislation offered by Louisiana Sena-
tor David Vitter  in July.  The Emergency Protection
language will make it illegal for federal agents to con-
fiscate firearms during an emergency or major disas-
ter.  Later that month, the House passed similar lan-
guage introduced by Rep. Bobby Jindal (R-LA).  The
Jindal amendment passed by a 322-99 vote. 

United States House of Representatives
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FLORIDA
01 MILLER (R) A

Roberts (D) A
02 BOYD (D) C-
03 BROWN (D) F-
04 CRENSHAW (R) A-

Harms (D) NR
05 BROWN-WAITE (R) A-

Russell (D) NR
06 STEARNS (R) A

Bruderly (D) C
07 MICA (R) B-

Chagnon (D) F
08 KELLER (R) A

Stuart (D) D
09 BILIRAKIS (R) A

Busansky (D) NR
10 YOUNG (R) C-

Simpson (D) C-
11 Adams(R) NR

Castor (D) NR
12 PUTNAM (R) A-
13 Buchanan (R) A

Jennings (D) NR
14 MACK (R) A-

Neeld (D) NR
15 WELDON (R) A-

Bowman (D) NR
16 Negron (R) A

Mahoney (D) NR
17 MEEK (D) F-
18 ROS-LEHTINEN (R) C-

Patlak (D) NR
19 WEXLER (D) F-
20 SCHULTZ (D) F
21 DIAZ-BALART (R)C

Gonzalez (D) A
22 SHAW (R) B-

Klein (D) NR
23 HASTINGS (D) F-
24 FEENEY (R) A

Curtis (D) D
25 DIAZ-BALART (R)B-

Calderin (D) NR

GEORGIA
01 KINGSTON (R) A

Nelson (D) NR
02 BISHOP (D) C-

Hughes (R) NR
03 WESTMORELAND (R) A

McGraw (D) NR
04 Davis (R) NR

Johnson (D) NR
05 LEWIS (D) F-
06 PRICE (R) A

Sinton (D) NR
07 LINDER (R) A-

Burns (D) NR
08 MARSHALL (D) B-

Collins (R) A
09 DEAL (R) A

Bradbury (D) NR
10 NORWOOD (R) A

Holley (D) NR
11 GINGREY (R) A-

Pillion (D) B
12 BARROW (D) A-

Burns (R) A
13 SCOTT (D) C

Honeycutt (R) B

HAWAII
01 ABERCROMBIE (D) F-

Hough (R) A-
02 Hirono (D) NR

Hogue (R) NR

IOWA
01 Braley (D) NR

Whalen (R) A
02 LEACH (R) D-

Loebsack (D) NR
03 BOSWELL (D) C-

Lamberti (R) A
04 LATHAM (R) A-

Spencer (D) NR
05 KING (R) A+

Schulte (D) NR

IDAHO
01 Grant (D) NR

Sali (R) A
02 SIMPSON (R) A

Hansen (D) NR

ILLINOIS
01 RUSH (D) F-

Tabour (R) NR
02 JACKSON (D) F-

Belin (R) F
03 LIPINSKI (D) F

Wardingley (R) B
04 GUTIERREZ (D) F-

Melichar (R) D
05 EMANUEL (D) F-

White (R) NR
06 Duckworth (D) NR

Roskam (R) A
07 DAVIS (D) F-

Hutchinson (R) D
08 BEAN (D) D-

McSweeney (R) NR
09 SCHAKOWSKY (D)F-

Shannon (R) NR
10 KIRK (R) F-

Seals (D) NR
11 WELLER (R) C-

Pavich (D) NR
12 COSTELLO (D) B-
13 BIGGERT (R) A-

Shannon (D) NR
14 HASTERT (R) C

Laesch (D) NR
15 JOHNSON (R) B-

Gill (D) D-
16 MANZULLO (R) A

Auman (D) D
17 Hare (D) F

Zinga (R) A
18 LAHOOD (R) A-

Waterworth (D) NR
19 SHIMKUS (R) A-

Stover (D) F

INDIANA
01 VISCLOSKY (D) F

Leyva (R) A
02 CHOCOLA (R) A-

Donnelly (D) NR
03 SOUDER (R) B

Hayhurst (D) NR
04 BUYER (R) A-

Sanders (D) NR
05 BURTON (R) A

Carr (D) NR
06 PENCE (R) A-

Welsh (D) NR
07 CARSON (D) F-

Dickerson (R) NR
08 HOSTETTLER (R) A+

Ellsworth (D) NR
09 SODREL (R) A-

Hill (D) D-

KANSAS
01 MORAN (R) A

Doll (D) F
02 RYUN (R) A

Boyda (D) NR
03 MOORE (D) F

Ahner (R) NR
04 TIAHRT (R) A-

McGinn (D) NR

KENTUCKY
01 WHITFIELD (R) A-

Barlow (D) C
02 LEWIS (R) A

Weaver (D) C
03 NORTHUP (R) A-

Yarmuth (D) NR
04 DAVIS (R) A

Lucas (D) B
05 ROGERS (R) B-

Stepp (D) B
06 CHANDLER (D) A

Carlson (R) A

LOUISIANA
01 JINDAL (R) A
02 JEFFERSON (D) F
03 MELANCON (D) A-
04 MCCRERY (R) B
05 ALEXANDER (R) A-
06 BAKER (R) A-
07 BOUSTANY (R) A-

MASSACHUSETTS
01 OLVER (D) F-
02 NEAL (D) F-
03 MCGOVERN (D) F-
04 FRANK (D) F-
05 MEEHAN (D) F-
06 TIERNEY (D) F-

Barton (R) A-
07 MARKEY (D) F-
08 CAPUANO (D) F-
09 LYNCH (D) F

Robinson (R) F
10 DELAHUNT (D) F-

Beatty (R) NR

MARYLAND
01 GILCHREST (R) F

Corwin (D) C
02 RUPPERSBERGER (D) D-

Mathis (R) NR
03 Sarbanes (D) NR

White (R) A-
04 WYNN (D) F-
05 HOYER (D) F-
06 BARTLETT (R) A+

Duck (D) NR
07 CUMMINGS (D) F-
08 VAN HOLLEN (D) F

Stein (R) B-

MAINE
01 ALLEN (D) F

Curley (R) NR
02 MICHAUD (D) B-

D’Amboise (R) NR

MICHIGAN
01 STUPAK (D) C

Hooper (R) A
02 HOEKSTRA (R) C

Kotos (D) F
03 EHLERS (R) D-

Rinck (D) NR
04 CAMP (R) A-

Huckleberry (D) D
05 KILDEE (D) F

Klammer (R) A
06 UPTON (R) B-

Clark (D) NR

07 Ream (D) F
Walberg (R) A

08 ROGERS (R) A-
Marcinkowski (D) NR

09 KNOLLENBERG (R) B-
Skinner (D) NR

10 MILLER (R) A-
Denison (D) NR

11 MCCOTTER (R) A-
Trupiano (D) F

12 LEVIN (D) F
Shafer (R) C

13 KILPATRICK (D) F-
14 CONYERS (D) F-

Miles (R) B-
15 DINGELL (D) C-

MINNESOTA
01 GUTKNECHT (R) A-

Walz (D) NR
02 KLINE (R) A-

Rowley (D) NR
03 RAMSTAD (R) F

Wilde (D) NR
04 MCCOLLUM (D) F-

Sium (R) NR
05 Ellison (D) F

Fine (R) NR
06 Bachmann (R) A

Wetterling (D) NR
07 PETERSON (D) A-

Barrett (R) A
08 OBERSTAR (D) D

Grams (R) A

MISSOURI
01 CLAY (D) F-

Byrne (R) A
02 AKIN (R) A

Weber (D) D
03 CARNAHAN (D) F

Bertelsen (R) C
04 SKELTON (D) B-

Noland (R) A-
05 CLEAVER (D) F

Turk (R) NR
06 GRAVES (R) A-

Shettles (D) NR
07 BLUNT (R) A-

Truman (D) F
08 EMERSON (R) B

Hambacker (D) NR
09 HULSHOF (R) A

Burghard (D) NR

MISSISSIPPI
01 WICKER (R) A-

Hurt (D) F
02 THOMPSON (D) F-

Brown (R) D-
03 PICKERING (R) A-
04 TAYLOR (D) B

McDonnell (R) A

MONTANA
01 REHBERG (R) A-

Lindeen (D) B

NORTH CAROLINA
01 BUTTERFIELD (D) C-
02 ETHERIDGE (D) F

Mansell (R) D-
03 JONES (R) A

Weber (D) NR
04 PRICE (D) F-

Acuff (R) A
05 FOXX (R) A

Sharpe (D) NR
06 COBLE (R) A

Blake (D) NR
07 MCINTYRE (D) B-

Davis (R) A
08 HAYES (R) A-

Kissell (D) B-
09 MYRICK (R) B-

Glass (D) NR
10 MCHENRY (R) A

Carsner (D) D
11 TAYLOR (R) A-

Shuler (D) NR
12 WATT (D) F-

Fisher (R) F
13 MILLER (D) F

Robinson (R) A

NORTH DAKOTA
01 POMEROY (D) C

Mechtel (R) NR

NEBRASKA
01 FORTENBERRY (R) A-

Moul (D) NR
02 TERRY (R) A-

Esch (D) F
03 Kleeb (D) NR

Smith (R) A

NEW HAMPSHIRE
01 BRADLEY (R) A-

Shea-Porter (D) NR
02 BASS (R) B-

Hodes (D) C

NEW JERSEY
01 ANDREWS (D) F-
02 LOBIONDO (R) D-

Thomas-Hughes (D) NR

Ratings
Continued from page 2

Continued on page 6

Gun Owners of Ameri-
ca’s Political Victory
Fund came to the aide of
Randy Graf and helped
him win the congression-
al primary in his Ari-
zona district — even
though his primary
opponent was endorsed
by retiring liberal Con-
gressman Jim Kolbe.

Michelle Bachman is one
tough state senator. The
conservative firebrand
took out a 28-year liber-
al, anti-gun incumbent
during her first run for
office in 2000. And now,
the GOA-supported
Bachman is just one
election away from rep-
resenting Minnesotans in
Congress.
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The GOF brief points out that the
BATFE has no grounds for objecting to
Wyoming’s action.  The state is at liber-
ty to expunge a Wyoming criminal
record, and that is explicit in the federal
law as well as in the record of congres-
sional intent.  

Indeed, Wyoming will only partially
expunge such convictions — just for
purposes of getting a concealed carry
firearms permit.  If the individual is
convicted of an additional violent
crime, the domestic violence conviction
would not have been expunged for that
purpose.  That means that the prior con-
viction could be used to enhance the
penalty for some future conviction.

The victims group and the prosecu-
tors in Wyoming supported Cases’ bill
because they saw that it would promote
their interest.  With the Lautenberg
measure as the only law, prosecutors
and victims alike were often reluctant to
press a domestic violence charge.  They

frequently felt that the punishment did
not fit the crime, especially since many
of these misdemeanors only involve

shouting, pushing or shoving incidents.
Cases’ bill makes the punishment for

a domestic violence misdemeanor much
more appropriate for the offense.  After
a year of good behavior, the guilty party
can petition for a concealed carry per-
mit.  So he does not face a lifetime of
being disabled from protecting himself
with a gun.  

At the same time, he has a record
which could hit him hard if he is con-
victed of a future violent crime. More-
over, he is subject to a hearing if the
prosecutor or the victim has concerns
about his violent behavior.  The hearing
could result in blocking the application
for the permit.

One of the ironies of the BATFE
lawsuit against Wyoming involves the
former head of the bureau’s director,
Carl Truscott.  His name appears as the
plaintiff in his official capacity when
the suit was filed.  Events have overtak-
en the lawsuit.  Mr. Truscott has since
resigned from the BATFE under a 
cloud of financial impropriety involving
the use of taxpayers’ funds for his own
use. !

GOF helping Wyoming
Dump Federal Gun Ban
Continued from page 8

Senator Cale Case (R) successfully
neutered the Lautenberg gun ban in his
home state of Wyoming.
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If you have never visited the GOA website, 
look at all the great stuff you're missing . . .
! GOA’s extensive Voter’s Guide for the 2006 elections —

including ratings for every single third-party candidate
who returned a GOA federal survey

! Voting Records for all 435 Congressmen and 100 
Senators

! Up-to-date alerts and bill analysis of current legislation —
where are the threats and opportunities today?

! Informative Fact Sheets and Opinion Editorials,
including the famous Gun Control Fact-Sheet 
containing tons of statistics and 154 footnotes

! Free, low-volume E-mail Alerts (when you sign up for
these, your e-mail address is kept confidential and is
never shared with third parties) 

! Streaming Video of GOA spokesmen debating on TV

! Extensive Links section connecting to large numbers of
firearms-related websites

! Webcasts of Larry Pratt’s weekly radio program, Live Fire

! Contact information for Congress, all 50 state legislatures,
and a vast array of media outlets across the country 

This and much, much more.  It’s just a click away.

Log on at http://www.gunowners.org and become a “keyboard lobbyist” today!

Rep. Steve Scalise (R-LA):
“The footage of gun confiscations on your [GOA] website was especially helpful during committee hearings in making
the point that these egregious violations occurred.  I showed the members of the [House] committee the video of out-of-
state police confiscating weapons in the state.  They watched it and couldn’t believe it.”

Go to http://www.gunowners.org and find out why the experts rely on
Gun Owners of America for timely and accurate information affecting your gun rights.
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03 SAXTON (R) B-
Sexton (D) F

04 SMITH (R) C
Gay (D) F

05 GARRETT (R) A
Aronsohn (D) NR

06 PALLONE (D) F-
Bellew (R) A-

07 FERGUSON (R) F
Stender (D) F

08 PASCRELL (D) F-
Sandoval (R) NR

09 ROTHMAN (D) F-
Micco (R) B

10 PAYNE (D) F-
11 FRELINGHUYSEN (R) F

Wyka (D) NR
12 HOLT (D) F-

Sinagra (R) A
13 Guarini (R) NR

Sires (D) F

NEW MEXICO
01 WILSON (R) B-

Madrid (D) NR
02 PEARCE (R) A-

Kissling (D) F
03 UDALL (D) F-

Dolin (R) D

NEVADA
01 BERKLEY (D) F

Wegner (R) C
02 Derby (D) NR

Heller (R) NR
03 PORTER (R) A-

Hafen (D) NR

NEW YORK
01 BISHOP (D) F-

Zanzi (R) A
02 ISRAEL (D) F-

Bugler (R) B
03 KING (R) D-

Mejias (D) NR
04 MCCARTHY (D) F-

Blessinger (R) NR
05 ACKERMAN (D) F-
06 MEEKS (D) F-
07 CROWLEY (D) F-

Brawley (R) C
08 NADLER (D) F-

Friedman (R) NR
09 WEINER (D) F-
10 TOWNS (D) F-

Anderson (R) NR
11 Clark (D) NR

Finger (R) NR
12 VELAZQUEZ (D) F-

Romaguera (R) NR
13 FOSSELLA (R) B-
14 MALONEY (D) F-

Maio (R) NR
15 RANGEL (D) F-

Daniels (R) NR
16 SERRANO (D) F-

Mohamed (R) A
17 ENGEL (D) F-

Faulkner (R) A
18 LOWEY (D) F-

Hoffman (R) NR
19 KELLY (R) A-

Hall (D) NR
20 SWEENEY (R) B-

Gillibrand (D) NR
21 MCNULTY (D) F

Redlich (R) A
22 HINCHEY (D) F
23 MCHUGH (R) C-

Johnson (D) NR
24 Arcuri (D) NR

Meier (R) A
25 WALSH (R) C-

Maffei (D) NR
26 REYNOLDS (R) A-

Davis (D) NR
27 HIGGINS (D) C-

McHale (R) NR
28 SLAUGHTER (D) F-

Donnelly (R) B
29 KUHL (R) A-

Massa (D) NR

OHIO
01 CHABOT (R) A-

Cranley (D) NR
02 SCHMIDT (R) A

Wulsin (D) NR
03 TURNER (R) B-
04 Jordan (R) A

Siferd (D) NR
05 GILLMOR (R) A-

Weirauch (D) NR
06 Blasdel (R) A

Wilson (D) A
07 HOBSON (R) A-

Conner (D) C
08 BOEHNER (R) A-

Meier (D) B-
09 KAPTUR (D) F

Leavitt (R) A
10 KUCINICH (D) F-

Dovilla (R) A
11 JONES (D) F-

String (R) D
12 TIBERI (R) A

Shamansky (D) NR
13 Foltin (R) NR

Sutton (D) NR
14 LATOURETTE (R) B-

Katz (D) F
15 PRYCE (R) A

Kilroy (D) NR
16 REGULA (R) B-

Shaw (D) NR
17 RYAN (D) A-

Manning (R) NR
18 Padgett (R) C

Space (D) NR

OKLAHOMA
01 SULLIVAN (R) A-

Gentges (D) NR
02 BOREN (D) A-

Miller (R) NR
03 LUCAS (R) A-

Barton (D) NR
04 COLE (R) A-

Spake (D) NR
05 Fallin (R) B-

Hunter (D) NR

OREGON
01 WU (D) D-

Kitts (R) A-
02 WALDEN (R) A-

Voisin (D) NR
03 BLUMENAUER (D) F-

Broussard (R) NR
04 DEFAZIO (D) C-

Feldkamp (R) A
05 HOOLEY (D) F

Erickson (R) NR

PENNSYLVANIA
01 BRADY (D) F-
02 FATTAH (D) F-

Gessner (R) C
03 ENGLISH (R) A-

Porter (D) D
04 HART (R) A-

Altmire (D) A
05 PETERSON (R) A

Hillard (D) NR
06 GERLACH (R) A-

Murphy (D) NR
07 WELDON (R) C-

Sestak (D) NR
08 FITZPATRICK (R) C-

Murphy (D) NR
09 SHUSTER (R) A

Barr (R) NR
10 SHERWOOD (R) A-

Carney (D) NR
11 KANJORSKI (D) B-

Leonardi (R) A
12 MURTHA (D) B-

Irey (R) NR
13 SCHWARTZ (D) F

Bhakta (R) C-
14 DOYLE (D) F
15 DENT (R) A-

Dertinger (D) NR
16 PITTS (R) A-

Herr (D) F
17 HOLDEN (D) B-

Wertz (R) NR
18 MURPHY (R) B-

Kluko (D) NR
19 PLATTS (R) B

Avillo (D) NR

RHODE ISLAND
01 KENNEDY (D) F-

Scott (R) C-
02 LANGEVIN (D) F-

SOUTH CAROLINA
01 BROWN (R) A-

Maatta (D) F
02 WILSON (R) A

Ellisor (D) NR
03 BARRETT (R) A

Ballenger (D) C
04 INGLIS (R) A-

Griffith (D) NR
05 SPRATT (D) F

Norman (R) A
06 CLYBURN (D) F-

McLeod (R) A

SOUTH DAKOTA
01 HERSETH (D) A-

Whalen (R) A

TENNESSEE
01 Davis (R) A

Trent (D) NR
02 DUNCAN (R) A

Greene (D) NR
03 WAMP (R) B
04 DAVIS (R) A-

Martin (R) A
05 COOPER (D) A-

Kovach (R) A
06 GORDON (D) B-

Davis (R) NR
07 BLACKBURN (R) A-

Morrison (D) NR
08 TANNER (D) B-

Farmer (R) NR
09 Cohen (D) B

White (R) A

TEXAS
01 GOHMERT (R) A-

Owen (D) NR
02 POE (R) A-

Binderim (D) NR
03 JOHNSON (R) A

Dodd (D) NR
04 HALL (R) A-

Melancon (D) NR
05 HENSARLING (R) A-

Thompson (D) D-
06 BARTON (R) A-

Harris (D) F

07 CULBERSON (R) A-
Henley (D) NR

08 BRADY (R) A-
Wright (D) NR

09 GREEN (D) F
10 MCCAUL (R) A-

Ankrum (D) B-
11 CONAWAY (R) A-
12 GRANGER (R) B-

Morris (D) NR
13 THORNBERRY (R) B-

Waun (D) NR
14 PAUL (R) A+

Sklar (D) NR
15 HINOJOSA (D) F-

Haring (R) NR
16 REYES (D) C
17 EDWARDS (D) D

Taylor (R) A
18 JACKSON-LEE (D)F-

Hassan (R) B
19 NEUGEBAUER (R) A

Ricketts (D) NR
20 GONZALEZ (D) F-
21 SMITH (R) A-

Courage (D) D
22 Lampson (D) C

Sekula-Gibbs (R) NR
23 BONILLA (R) A-

Rodriguez (D) F
24 MARCHANT (R) A-

Page (D) C
25 DOGGETT (D) F
26 BURGESS (R) A

Barnwell (D) NR
27 ORTIZ (D) B-

Vaden (R) B-
28 CUELLAR (D) A
29 GREEN (D) B-

Story (R) A
30 JOHNSON (D) F-

Aurbach (R) NR
31 CARTER (R) A-

Harrell (D) NR
32 SESSIONS (R) A

Pryor (D) NR

UTAH
01 BISHOP (R) A

Olsen (D) B
02 MATHESON (D) B-

Christensen (R) A
03 CANNON (R) A

Burridge (D) NR

VIRGINIA
01 DAVIS (R) A

O’Donnell (D) NR
02 DRAKE (R) A-

Kellam (D) NR
03 SCOTT (D) F-
04 FORBES (R) A
05 GOODE (R) A

Weed (D) C
06 GOODLATTE (R) A-
07 CANTOR (R) A-

Nachman (D) NR
08 MORAN (D) F-

O’Donoghue (R) NR
09 BOUCHER (D) A-

Carrico (R) B
10 WOLF (R) F

Feder (D) NR
11 DAVIS (R) D

Hurst (D) NR

VERMONT
01 Rainville (R) NR

Welch (D) NR

WASHINGTON
01 INSLEE (D) F

Ishmael (R) NR
02 LARSEN (D) F

Roulstone (R) A-
03 BAIRD (D) D-

Messmore (R) A
04 HASTINGS (R) A-

Wright (D) NR
05 MCMORRIS (R) A-

Goldmark (D) NR
06 DICKS (D) F-

Cloud (R) A-
07 MCDERMOTT (D) F-

Beren (R) NR
08 REICHERT (R) B-

Burner (D) NR
09 SMITH (D) F

Cofchin (R) A

WISCONSIN
01 RYAN (R) A-

Thomas (D) NR
02 BALDWIN (D) F-

Magnum (R) NR
03 KIND (D) B-

Nelson (R) A
04 MOORE (D) F

Rivera (R) NR
05 SENSENBRENNER (R) C

Kennedy (D) D-
06 PETRI (R) B-
07 OBEY (D) C-

Reid (R) A

WEST VIRGINIA
01 MOLLOHAN (D) A-

Wakim (R) A-
02 CAPITO (R) B-

Callaghan (D) NR
03 RAHALL (D) A-

Wolfe (R) NR

WYOMING
01 CUBIN (R) A

Trauner (D) NR

Ratings
Continued from page 3

GOA-PVF’s greatest vic-
tory occurred in August
when Tim Walberg
knocked off a sitting,
anti-gun incumbent in
the Michigan primary.
Gun Owners of Ameri-
ca’s Political Victory
Fund was the only
national pro-gun organi-
zation to support Wal-
berg in the primary and
is working hard to push
him over the top in
November. 
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ARIZONA
KYL (R) C
Pederson (D) NR

CALIFORNIA
FEINSTEIN (D) F-
Mountjoy (R) A

CONNECTICUT
Lamont (D) NR
Schlesinger (R) C

DELAWARE
CARPER (D) F
Ting (R) NR

FLORIDA
NELSON (D) F
Harris (R) A-

HAWAII
AKAKA (D) F
Coffee (R) C

INDIANA
LUGAR (R) F

MASSACHUSETTS
KENNEDY (D) F -
Chase (R) NR

MARYLAND
Cardin (D) F-
Steele (R) NR

MAINE
SNOWE (R) F
Hay Bright (D) F

MICHIGAN
STABENOW (D) F
Bouchard (R) B

MINNESOTA
Kennedy (R) A
Klobuchar (D) NR

MISSOURI
TALENT (R) A
McCaskill (D) NR

MISSISSIPPI
LOTT (R) B
Fleming (D) C

MONTANA
BURNS (R) A
Tester (D) B

NORTH DAKOTA
CONRAD (D) F
Grotberg (R) A

NELSON
NELSON (D) C
Ricketts (R) NR

NEW JERSEY
MENENDEZ (D) F-
Kean (R) F

NEW MEXICO
BINGAMAN (D) F
McCulloch (R) A

NEVADA
ENSIGN (R) A
Carter (D) D

NEW YORK
CLINTON (D) F-
Spencer (R) NR

OHIO
DEWINE (R) F-
Brown (D) F

PENNSYLVANIA
SANTORUM (R) B-
Casey (D) NR

RHODE ISLAND
CHAFEE (R) F
Whitehouse (D) NR

TENNESSEE
Corker (R) NR
Ford (D) F

TEXAS
HUTCHISON (R) B
Radnofsky (D) NR

UTAH
HATCH (R) C
Ashdown (D) F

VIRGINIA
ALLEN (R) A
Webb (D) NR

VERMONT
Sanders (D) F
Tarrant (R) NR

WASHINGTON
CANTWELL (D) F
McGavick (R) NR

WISCONSIN
KOHL (D) F-
Lorge (R) A

WEST VIRGINIA
BYRD (D) F
Raese (R) A

WYOMING
THOMAS (R) A
Groutage (D) NR

Colorado 
In Colorado’s 5th Congressional Dis-

trict, pro-gun champion Doug Lamborn
eked out a narrow victory. Doug’s proac-
tive legislative record as a state senator is
truly impressive.

In twelve years in office, Doug Lam-
born carried pro-gun bills or amend-
ments virtually every year on issues such
as his recent stand-your-ground bill
(which includes greater protection for
law-abiding citizens acting in self-
defense on their own property, at their
businesses and in their vehicles) and Ver-
mont-style carry (allowing law-abiding
citizens to carry concealed firearms with-
out the government’s often onerous
restrictions).

As a Congressman, Doug Lamborn
will continue his steadfast support of the
Second Amendment. 

Arizona
In a race to fill the seat of retiring

anti-gun Rep. Jim Kolbe (R), former
state representative Randy Graf held off

two moderate challengers to proceed to
the general election.

National Republicans got involved in
this race in support of one of the moder-
ates, arguing that Graf is “too conserva-
tive” to win the general.  

Texas
In Texas’ 17th District, Iraq war veter-

an Van Taylor is taking on anti-gun
incumbent Chet Edwards.  

Van is an energetic candidate and
firearms enthusiast who has raised over
$1.5 million to oust the GOA “D” rated
incumbent, who has been in Congress for
16 years.  

New York
State Senator Raymond Meier is in a

heated two-way battle to fill the seat of
retiring moderate Republican Sherwood
Boehlert in New York’s 24th District.  

Though Meier is seeking to keep the
seat in Republican control, gun owners
care less about “R” and “D” than they do
about “A” and “F, “ which are Meier’s
and Boehlert’s gun ratings, respectively. 

Ohio 
In Ohio’s 4th Congressional District,

pro-gun state senator James Jordan won
a primary for an open U.S. House seat.
In his two terms in the senate, Jordan has
proven himself to be a strong voice for
the right to keep and bear arms.  

The current representative is “C” rated
by GOA, making Jordan’s victory an
upgrade for gun owners’ rights.  

Ohio Governor
In Ohio, stalwart pro-gunner Ken

Blackwell won the Republican nomina-
tion for Governor.  This November,
Blackwell faces a grueling battle against
a moderate Democrat.   

Gun Owners of America - Political
Victory Fund endorsed and supported
Blackwell in his primary win and is
ramping up its efforts in this highly com-
petitive general election.

Don’t Forget to Vote!
This rating issue is offered to all GOA

supporters and friends of the Second
Amendment as a guide to help gun own-
ers make informed decisions this
November.  But it is only useful if gun
owners head to the polls.  Please be sure
to vote, and encourage pro-gun family
and friends to do the same. !

Election 2006
Continued from page 1

United States Senate The Extreme Sixteen
“They obviously got your message loud and clear.
It was the most lopsided gun vote I have ever seen.”
— As told by a Senate office to GOA after the over-
whelming vote in favor of Vitter’s Emergency Pro-
tection legislation this past July.

The vote in support of Sen. David Vitter’s lan-
guage — protecting Americans’ firearms in the
wake of a natural disaster — was “lopsided”
indeed.  And yes, most of the Senate did get the
message “loud and clear.”

But there were 16 Senators who were arrogant
enough to stand by their anti-gun convictions and
vote against common-sense legislation to protect
American citizens from gun confiscation.  They
were:

Akaka (D-HI)
Boxer (D-CA)
Clinton (D-NY)
Dodd (D-CT)
Durbin (D-IL)
Feinstein (D-CA)
Harkin (D-IA)
Inouye (D-HI)

Kennedy (D-MA)
Lautenberg (D-NJ)
Levin (D-MI)
Menendez (D-NJ)
Mikulski (D-MD)
Reed (D-RI)
Sarbanes (D-MD)
Schumer (D-NY)
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by Larry Pratt
Federal legislators have long

thought they were in charge of
the nation’s local cop shops.  

Just look at their campaigns.
Opposing candidates trade
charges that the other is soft on
crime or is not compassionate
enough toward criminals.  They

both assume, usually without even thinking, that the U.S.
Congress grants constitutional authority to enact criminal
legislation at the federal level.

Do the feds have such authority?  I have not been able to
find that in the Constitution.  Neither could the founders.
For example, James Madison, one of the chief architects of
our Republic, argued that there was original federal jurisdic-
tion for crime laws only in the areas of postal fraud, coun-
terfeiting, piracy and treason.

Lautenberg gun ban disarms 
people for pushing-shoving cases

Unhappily, that has not kept both parties in Congress
from enacting criminal laws for which they have no grant of
power from We the People.  One such example was an anti-
gun law that was snuck into the federal code by Sen. Frank
Lautenberg in 1996.  With no debate, a vote on a 2,000-page
appropriations bill provided Lautenberg’s vehicle for him to
amend.  Most members of Congress had absolutely no idea
the measure was in the bill.

Shortly after that, GOA heard from a state police cadet.
He was unceremoniously canned from the academy.  Why?
He had a Lautenberg disability.  Namely, years before, he
had been convicted of a domestic violence misdemeanor.  In
his case, it was a shouting match with his father that had
been resolved when his dad called the cops.  Once they had
taken him in, they insisted that they had to proceed to trial.
Rather than go through that, both father and son wanted to
call it quits, and so dad paid the small fine and off they
went.  That was all there was to it — until Lautenberg.

The state police admitted the young man to their academy
because he had passed a background check.  Until the 1996
Lautenberg ex post facto law, federal statutes never prohibit-
ed gun ownership for those with minor domestic infractions

— however long ago those misdemeanors occurred (another
unconstitutional feature of this law).  Tyranny occurs when
officials change the rules and penalize previously legal
behavior — such as the Lautenberg law does.

Enter Wyoming Senator Cale Case.  He has a constituent
who in 2003 was unable to get a hunting license because he
flunked the background check which showed a domestic
violence misdemeanor conviction.  No hunting with guns for
him!

After a lot of planning and consulting with the state attor-
ney general, prosecutors, the public and a group represent-
ing domestic violence victims, Case got his bill passed by
the legislature unanimously.  To cut to the chase, his con-
stituent now has his hunting license because he can legally
own a gun in Wyoming.

Wyoming law neuters Lautenberg gun ban
Case’s measure works this way.  An individual with a

Wyoming domestic violence misdemeanor conviction may
apply for a concealed carry firearms permit in Wyoming.  If
there be no other disqualifications that would prohibit the
applicant from owning a gun, the prosecutor and the victim
are both notified of the application.  If neither of them have
any objection, the concealed carry firearms permit is issued.

The federal Brady Law (Lautenberg was an expansion of
that law) says that a background check is not required for a
gun purchaser if the buyer has a concealed carry permit
issued during the last five years.  Voila!  In Wyoming, the
individual who had been disabled by federal law is now
enabled to own a gun and hunt and carry a concealed
firearm.

Of course, the anti-gun Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (BATFE) is trying to keep the
Wyoming statute from being enforced.  The BATFE has
taken the state of Wyoming to court and the matter is now in
the U.S. District Court for the state of Wyoming.

GOF working to repeal 
federal gun control in Wyoming

Gun Owners Foundation (GOF) is right there beside the
Wyoming attorney general — the state official responsible
for defending the law.

Continued on page 4


